
Clatskanie 
Fire Training

If you happened to pass by the 
Clatskanie Rural Fire Protection Dis-
trict station on 3rd Street this week, 
you might have seen large streams of 
water shooting into the sky.

Clatskanie Fire District Chief 
Steve Sharek said the exercise is a test 
for the district’s new engine acquired 
in 2019.

“We are doing testing of the pres-
sure flows with the truck and hoses,” 
he said. “We are just making sure 
everything works.” 

Crews hooked long lines of hoses 
to the large fire engine and stretched 
them into the parking lot of the dis-
trict station during the testing. Sharek 
said the $568,000 fire engine includes 
specialized industrial equipment at-
tached.

The district had been banking cash 
and urban renewal money into their 
reserve funds to pay for the engine, 
according to Sharek. 

“This engine can be used by the 
crews responding to fires, hazardous 
materials or car wrecks, it is just a 
functional unit for any type of fire,” 
Sharek said. We also use it for wild 
land fires as well from small fire to 
the bigger fires.”

The Clatskanie Rural Fire Protec-
tion District operates three area 
stations, including the 3rd Street 
facility, the Delena Staton at 76015 
Atkins Road and the Quincy Station, 
at 79704 Quincy Mayger Road. 

For more information, call 503-
728-2025.
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Inmate files coronavirus lawsuit
An inmate at the Columbia 

County Jail has filed a class action 
federal lawsuit against Columbia 
County, Columbia County Sheriff 
Brian Pixley and Columbia County 
Lt. Brooke McDowall, seeking 
release from the jail based on his 
vulnerability to the COVID-19 out-
break and the jail’s alleged failure 
to meet healthcare needs.

According to the lawsuit, inmate 
Michael Thompson has a medi-
cal condition that the Centers for 
Disease Control have identified as 
making him more likely to suffer 
serious health consequences from 
the coronavirus, particularly if he 
does not receive the care needed to 
properly treat the infection.

According to the Columbia 
County Jail inmate roster, Thomp-
son was jailed on March 9 and 
charged with assault, burglary, 
coercion, menacing, strangulation, 

theft, theft by extortion and unlaw-
ful use of a weapon. His bail is set 
at $95,000.

Thompson has filed the law-
suit against Columbia County; 
Sheriff Brian Pixley; and Lieuten-

ant Brooke McDowall, jail su-
pervisor; on the grounds that the 
class’s rights are being violated by 
inadequate medical care at the jail. 
The class includes people who are 
vulnerable to a severe COVID-19 
infection.

According to the director and 
attorney for the Civil Rights Project 
of the Oregon Justice Resource 
Center Juan Chavez, Thompson has 
pre-diabetes, asthma, and suffers 
from congestive heart failure and 
is therefore at increased risk of 
serious health consequences and 
even death. He is not exhibiting 
symptoms of coronavirus. Despite 
his increased risk, he is still being 
housed in a dorm, at close quarters 
with three other people, Chavez 
said.

“The close quarters at which 
people in jail are forced to live 
present a perfect breeding ground 
for the spread of a highly conta-
gious disease like COVID-19,” 
Chavez said. “During this pan-
demic, people in jail need to be able 

to live socially distant from one 
another. They can’t do that while 
the jail is nearly at capacity.”

The Oregon Justice Resource 
Center is representing Thompson 
and filed the lawsuit on March 24 at 
the Federal Court House in Port-
land.

Chavez told The Chief the 
Center learned about Thompson’s 
situation through his criminal 
defense attorney. Chavez said a 
timeline for action on the lawsuit is 
still pending.

“Every case is different, but 
we’re hoping to get in front of a 
judge soon with a temporary re-
straining order,” he said.

In a release, The Oregon Justice 
Resource Center states it has 
learned that people incarcerated at 
the Columbia County jail are not 
receiving the services and supplies 
they need to prevent disease.

“Recommended measures such 

Jeremy C. Ruark / The Chief
Columbia County officials told The Chief they cannot comment on pending litigation 
involved in this 19 page class action federal lawsuit filed by a jail inmate over the 
coronavirus.
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Oregon’s Stay at Home Order impact
Two more people have died from 

coronavirus in Oregon, raising the 
statewide death toll to 10. 

The Oregon Health Authority 
also reports 57 new cases. There 
have been no reports of the virus in 
Columbia County as of March 25.

The order

Gov. Kate Brown issued Executive 
Order 20-12 on March 23,  directing 
everyone in Oregon to stay at home 
to the maximum extent possible and 
adding to the list of businesses that 
will be temporarily closed to stem the 
spread of COVID-19 in Oregon. 

Clatskanie City Manager Greg 
Hinkelman said the city would 
continue urging residents and visi-
tors to follow the order and the steps 
outlined concerning social distancing 
and handwashing. 

City of St. Helens Communica-
tions Director Crystal King said the 
City is following the state orders 
and working with Columbia County 
leaders to encourage our community 
to follow these new social distancing 
measures to help keep all Oregonians 
safe.

“St. Helens is working with Co-
lumbia County to place reader boards 
around the area with social distancing 
messages,” King said. “We are also 
working on new signage to post in 
our parks in addition to ordering new 
handwashing stations.”

King said the health and safety 
of the community is the City’s top 
priority.

“It is up to every person in our 
community to work together and 
practice social distancing guidelines 
to keep St. Helens and Columbia 
County safe and healthy,” she said. 

Brown’s order is effective im-
mediately, and remains in effect until 
ended by the Governor. 

“We are learning more about this 
virus and how people react to it every Jeremy C. Ruark / The Chief 

Orange signs are posted on the front door at Clatskanie City Hall advising visitors 
that the facility is closed during the coronavirus pandemic. City services are ac-
cessed through phones and email.
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Water shoots high into the sky next to the fire engine during the Clatskanie Fire District equipment testing.
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Fibre Federal Credit Union donation

Longview-based Fibre 
Federal Credit Union has 
committed $55,000 to help 
each of the 24 school dis-
tricts within its service area, 
including two districts in 
Columbia County.

The donation is to help 
meet the needs of the districts 
most vulnerable students 
and families during the 
school closures and these 
uncertain times, according to 
Fibre Federal Credit Union’s 
Community Development 
Manager Shannon Cahoon.

“There are many needs 
in each of our communities, 
but as an organization we 

decided to partner with each 
local school district, ensuring 
that our youngest community 
members have the support 
they need,” Cahoon said.

In Columbia County, 
HOPE of Rainier and Turn-
ing Point Food Pantry of 
Clatskanie are working 
closely with the Rainier and 
Clatskanie school districts to 
provide meals and resources 
for their students.

Cahoon said Fibre has 
given $3,500 to each of the 
two school districts to sup-

port their efforts during the 
school closures.

“We know that poverty 
and transportation limita-
tions are big challenges in 
our rural communities, and 
we want to take extra care to 
be responsive to the needs of 
these populations,” Cahoon 
said. “Taking care of our 
youth and helping to creating 
equitable access to economic 
stability for all are two very 
important tenants of our cor-
porate mission, and we are 
thankful to our members who 
have helped us make these 
gifts possible.”

For more information 
about Fibre Federal Credit 
Union, call 800-205-7872.
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$4,000 for Turning Point 

Courtesy photo 
Fultano’s staffers show off the $4,000 check donated to Turning Point for the social service agency’s Neigh-
bors Helping Neighbors project.

Turning Point’s efforts 
to help those in need in the 
community got a boost this 
week following the donation 
of $4,000.

Turning Point is a social 
service agency working to 
assist those in need in the 
community with clothing, 
food and emergency relief.

The contribution from 
Fultano’s Pizza operators 
is directed to aid Turning 
Point’s Neighbors Helping 
Neighbors program. Accord-
ing to Turning Point Director 
Kelly Miller, the program is 
an essential service allowing 

clients to tap into once every 
12 months and includes as-
sistance with:

• Rental deposits
• Rental application fees
• Eviction prevention
• Water bills
• Prescriptions - with strict 

guidelines in place and con-
firmation of prescription

• Gas vouchers for medi-
cal appts and/or job inter-
views

Miller said Neighbors 
Helping Neighbors began 
as a joint effort between 
Turning Point and Fultano’s 
owner, Toby Harris.

“Toby wanted to give 
back to the community and 
contacted Turning Point and 

the program was created in 
December 2013 as a joint 
effort,” she said. “Since 
that time we have collected 
$16,734.07.”

Miller said over the past 
two years, the Neighbors 
Helping Neighbors program 
has assisted 97 households 
totaling between 425 and 500 
people.

Turning Point is located 
at 220 East Columbia River 
Highway in Clatskanie. To 
donate, or for more informa-
tion, call 503-728-3126. Ful-
tano’s Pizza is located at 770 
Columbia River Highway in 
Clatskanie. For information, 
call 728-2922.

JEREMY C. RUARK
jruark@countrymedia.net

day,” Brown said. “Not just 
from a medical standpoint, but 
from a social and behavioral 
standpoint.”

Specifics

• All non-essential social 
and recreational gatherings 
of individuals are prohibited 
immediately, regardless of size, 
if a distance of at least six feet 
between individuals cannot 
be maintained. Gatherings of 
members of the same residen-
tial household are permitted. 

• It closes and prohibits 
shopping at specific categories 
of retail businesses, for which 
close personal contact is dif-
ficult to avoid, such as arcades, 
barber shops, hair salons, 
gyms and fitness studios, skat-
ing rinks, theaters, and yoga 
studios. 

• It requires businesses not 
closed by the order to imple-
ment social distancing policies 
in order to remain open, and 
requires workplaces to imple-
ment teleworking and work-at-
home options when possible. 

• It directs Oregonians to 
stay home whenever possible, 
while permitting activities 
outside the home when social 
distance is maintained. 

• It closes playgrounds, 
sports courts, and skate parks, 
among other types of outdoor 
recreation facilities. Those that 
remain open are required to 
strictly adhere to social distanc-
ing guidelines. 

• It outlines new guidelines 
for child care facilities, setting 
limits and rules on amounts of 
children allowed in care, and 
outlining that child care groups 
may not change participants. 

• Failure to comply with 
the order will be considered 
an immediate danger to public 
health and subject to a Class C 

misdemeanor. 
Retail businesses closed by 

Executive Order 20-12 include: 
• Shopping: Outdoor and in-

door malls and retail complex-
es, although individual types 
of businesses not subject to the 
measures may stay open. 

• Fitness: Gyms, sports and 
fitness centers, health clubs, 
and exercise studios 

• Grooming: Barbershops, 
beauty and nail salons, and 
non-medical wellness spas 

• Entertainment: Theaters, 
amusement parks, arcades, 
bowling alleys, and pool halls 

Other retail businesses 
will not be able to continue to 
operate unless they can imple-
ment strict social distancing 
measures and designate an 
employee or officer charged 
with ensuring compliance. Re-
tail businesses able to adapt to 
take-out style shopping experi-
ences can also remain open. 

If businesses can have 
employees work from home, 
then they must do so. Many of 
the businesses outlined in the 
order have voluntarily closed 
their doors already, to do their 
part to protect Oregon’s com-
munities. In addition, non-retail 
businesses like manufacturers 
and the construction industry 
must ensure that their em-
ployees are maintaining social 
distancing measures. 

Brown held a telephone 
media briefing Monday after-
noon, following her Stay Home 
executive order. 

Governor’s frustration 

Brown said she had asked 
on Friday that Oregonians stay 
home and be respectful of oth-
ers. But following reports that 
people were flooding beaches 
and parks for spring break, 
Brown said her Stay at Home 
order was necessary. 

“I was very clear,” she said. 
“I repeated that request saying 
that Oregonians need to stay 
home and that your actions 
effect other people and by us-

ing social distancing you can 
save lives and keep Oregonians 
healthy.” 

Brown said she was very 
frustrated after seeing the 
crowded Oregon beaches over 
the weekend. 

“I asked,” she said. “I 
directed them to stay home and 
now I am ordering them to stay 
home.” 

In issuing the order, Brown 
said she wanted to make sure it 
would work for all of Oregon, 
and that rural areas of the state 
could comply as well as the 
larger metropolitan areas. She 
said she reviewed what other 
states are doing and consulted 
with health officials. 

“The reality is that gov-
ernors all over the nation are 
wrestling with how to do that,” 
Brown said. “We were able 
to learn from other states and 
watch the confusion happen-
ing there to form this order. 
I wanted it to work for all of 
Oregon and to be sustainable 
over the long-term.” 

The Governor said there is 
no timeline on how long the 
order will remain in effect. 
Brown said she hopes to see 
the outcome next week of 
social distancing measures 
that have been put into place 
to make a timeline decision. 
Brown also acknowledged that 
her order will have extreme far 
reaching consequences. 

“My heart goes out to all 
the Oregonians, all of us frank-
ly, that have been impacted by 
this horrible pandemic,” she 
said. 

Brown said the Oregon 
Employment Department has 
waived “all of the regulations 
that they can waive” in order to 
get unemployment benefits out 
to Oregonians who have been 
impacted, that have lost their 

job, or have had to stay home 
because of the coronavirus. 

“We are working hard to get 
those resources out the door as 
quickly as possible,” she said 

Brown also announced that 
her team is having conversa-
tions with legislative leaders 
in preparation for a potential 
legislative session in the next 
week or so to continue efforts 

in Oregon. She also said 
the state is working with its 
congressional delegation for 
additional federal resources. 

“So that we can provide 
direct assistance to our fami-
lies, our households and to our 
businesses,” she said. 

Brown said businesses that 
are able to operate and that do 
not contribute to the spread of 
the virus can remain open. 

“What is so important that 
we focus on is, if you can-
not telecommute and if you 
cannot socially distance safely, 
than you need to close down,” 
Brown said. “Obviously, there 
are exceptions. Groceries, 
health care, and public safety. 
We are trying to protect Orego-
nians.” 

Brown said the state is at-
tempting to incorporate social 
distancing and that is very 
challenging. 

“I am asking Oregonians to 
do their part and I am ask-
ing business to take personal 
responsibility,” she said. “I 
have been very clear that I 
am limiting travel to home, to 
work, to doctor, to essentials. 
I am confident that business 
owners around the state will do 
the right things and be creative 
and innovative in offering their 
services to Oregonians.” 

Enforcement 

If business do not com-

ply, Brown said they will 
be shutdown. See Brown’s 
executive order with this story 
at thechiefnews.com. 

“If Oregonians don’t com-
ply, we’ll have to take the next 
step. I don’t want to do that,” 
she said, without being specific 
about what the next step would 
be. 

Under Brown’s order, viola-
tion would be considered a 
Class C misdemeanor, punish-
able up to 30 days in jail and/or 
a $1,250 fine. 

Just how the executive 
order would be enforcement 
is still somewhat unclear 
because Brown said Oregon 
law enforcement needs to be 
focusing on what she termed 
real emergencies. 

The Chief checked with 
area law enforcement agencies 
to find out how those agen-
cies would enforce the Stay at 
Home order. 

“Oregon State Police troop-
ers are equipped mentally and 
physically to serve Oregon 
through a host of demands, 
but a global pandemic is 
something we are all coming 
to grips with,” OSP Superin-
tendent Travis Hampton told 
The Chief. “We recognize the 
Governor’s authority in an 
emergency declaration and we 
will do our best to educate our 
communities to protect their 
health.” 

According to Hampton, 
while citation and arrest au-
thority provisions exist for vio-
lating the Governor’s directive, 
OSP views this as an undesir-
able last resort and we strive 
for voluntary compliance. 

“Every Oregonian will have 
to reconcile with their actions 
or inactions during this national 
crisis and we hope they simply 
obey the Governor’s direction 
without law enforcement inter-
vention,” Hampton said. 

“The St. Helens Police 
Department’s main objectives 
regarding the Governor’s new 
Stay Home, Save Lives order 
is to keep everyone safe and to 

work with our citizens to gain 
voluntary compliance with the 
new rules, according to King. 

She said officers have been 
instructed to start with educa-
tion if they see someone not 
following the orders. 

“We hope that through a 
primary approach of education 
and a conversation that stresses 
the life-saving importance of 
following the rules that people 
will chose to do the right thing 
and obey the Governor’s or-
ders,” King said. “Our second 
step will be to issue a warning 
if education fails, and as a last 
resort, our officers may issue 
a citation or make an arrest if 
the first two approaches fail. 
We understand that these are 
stressful and uncertain times 
for everyone. The COVID-19 
situation is dynamic and new 
orders and information are 
evolving daily. We ask that for 
the health and safety of ev-
eryone in our community that 
people be patient, follow the 
new rules, and work together.” 

The Chief also contacted 
the Columbia County Sheriff’s 
Office for a response. We had 
not received a reply at press 
time. 

During the Monday after-
noon media conference call, 
Brown also said she is consid-
ering extending the Oregon 
tax filing deadline due to the 
coronavirus health crisis. 

“It is on the table for discus-
sion,” she said. 

According to Brown, each 
decision she is making during 
the health crisis has a wide 
ranging ripple effect. 

“There is no playbook for 
all of these things,” she said. 
“Decisions are being made 
hour-by-hour. We are making 
the decisions as best possible 
with the best information 
available. Every single action 
we take has ripple effects. We 
are carefully considering all 
decisions.” 

Follow developments at 
thechiefnews.com.

HOME
From Page A1

“Every single action we take has ripple effects. 
We are carefully considering all decisions.” 

~ Kate Brown, Oregon Governor 

Coronavirus update

In Columbia County, 
there have been 70 negative 
test results for COVID-19, 
with several tests pend-
ing according to Columbia 
County Public Health Direc-
tor Michael Paul, who gave 
an update on the coronavirus 
pandemic at the Wednesday, 
March 25 Columbia County 
Board of Commissioners 
meeting. 

While there have been no 
positive cases in Columbia 
County, the state of Oregon 
now reports 266 positive 
cases, with 5,000 people who 
have tested negative, accord-
ing to Paul. 

So far, 75 of those 266 
cases have required hospital-

ization, Paul said. Ten people 
have died from the virus, ac-
cording to the Oregon Health 
Authority website. 

Counties reporting cases 
are: Benton, Clackamas, 
Douglas, Jackson, Josephine, 
Lane, Lincoln, Linn, Marion, 
Multnomah, Washington and 
Yamhill, the website states. 

Along with cases, public 
health agencies are keeping 
track of capacities of their 
state hospitals. Paul said the 
state is reporting that there 
are 394 ICU beds available 
in Oregon and just over 
2,000 non-ICU beds. There 
are approximately 600 venti-
lators for the state, Paul said. 

The call volume for Co-
lumbia County Public Health 
has decreased because the 
agency has been using a 211 
number for general informa-

tion, Paul said. The depart-
ment is still getting calls 
from people in the county 
reporting that individuals and 
businesses are not complying 
with social distancing, Paul 
said. 

During the March 25 
meeting, Columbia County 
Commissioners Margaret 
Magruder, Henry Heimuller 
and Alex Tardif praised 
county employees, essen-
tial workers and others still 
working through the novel 
coronavirus pandemic. 

Heimuller said the county 
has closed its building to 
the public but operations 
continue. 

“You can do a lot of work 
on our website, phones are 
being answered, there are 
people in the building,” 
Heimuller said.

CHRISTINE MENGES
chronicle2@countrymedia.net

Courtesy photo 

Courtesy photo 
Waves of people out of work due to the coronavirus pandemic are flooding the Oregon Employment 
Department’s claim system. During the week of March 15, the Oregon Employment Department received 
more than 76,500 initial claims for Unemployment Insurance benefits. During the first three days of 
the week of March 22, initial claims have been tracking at record levels again. This comes as a sharp 
increase from 4,900 initial claims filed during the week of March 8. “We have had some intermittent 
issues due to the high volume of unemployment claims but have recently enhanced the performance 
and stability of our online claims system, hired additional employees, shifted existing staff from other 
programs and opened up more phone lines to expand our capacity for starting unemployment claims,” 
Workforce analyst Shawna Sykes told The Chief. 
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GUTTERS!  GUTTERS!  GUTTERS!

NOW  SUPPLYING  

Continuous  Aluminum  5k  GUTTERS

Keeping  it  local.  Saving  you  money.

Call  now  for  free  estimate.  

(503)728-2965

Bradley A. McKay
General  Contractor

Clatskanie,  OR

WA BRADLMG954B6                                                             OR 84292

Custom Aluminum 5k GUTTERS Made on 
site, No waiting! Save on in stock colors!

We also offer gutter and roof cleaning 
services. Call for details
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Child care update
The Oregon Depart-

ment of Education’s Early 
Learning Division (ELD) 
has announced details about 
child care under the Stay 
Home executive order.

As part of Governor 
Kate Brown’s Executive 
Order 20-12, child care pro-
viders have been ordered 
to close unless they are 
providing emergency child 
care. While the executive 
order was issued to ensure 
the safety and health of Or-
egonians, the governor and 
the Early Learning Division 
(ELD) recognize that child 
care is an essential emer-
gency service for those who 
must go to work every day.

Therefore, child care 
providers are allowed to 
remain open if they are 
operating emergency child 
care. An updated temporary 
order will be issued by the 
ELD later today.

“Many child care pro-
viders are answering the 
call to serve their com-
munities by caring for the 
children of Oregonians who 
will help us get through this 
public health emergency,” 
Early Learning System 
Director Miriam Calderon 
said. “We are committed to 
supporting providers who 
are serving families during 
this challenging time.”

The executive order set 
Wednesday, March 25, 
2020 as the deadline for 
providers to either close 
or transition to emergency 
care. The provider applica-
tion for transitioning to 
emergency care is available 
now and must be submitted 
by Friday, March 27, 2020 
to allow providers time to 
consult with families and 
staff regarding this deci-

sion. Families and child 
care programs that will 
close should immediately 
begin making plans accord-
ingly. Parents who are in 
need of emergency child 
care can contact 211.

Providers offering emer-
gency child care must also 
follow specific guidance 
released by the ELD, in 
partnership with the Oregon 
Health Authority. Emer-
gency care requires group 
sizes of no more than 10 
children in any home or in 
each classroom.

The executive order asks 
providers to prioritize first 
responders, emergency 
workers, health care work-
ers and essential personnel. 
Many providers are already 
serving these families and 
may continue to do so.

“Providers with avail-
able slots who are willing 
to provide emergency care 
will be asked to prioritize 

families who are work-
ing outside of the home 
responding to this public 
health emergency,” Calde-
ron said. “These include not 
only health care profession-
als, but those who work 
in places such as grocery 
stores, warehouses, home-
less shelters, agriculture, 
etc.”

The executive order does 
not apply to those who care 
for three or fewer children.

Frequently Asked Ques-
tions to address family and 
provider questions and 
concerns are available and 
updated regularly on the 
ELD’s COVID-19 web-
page. For questions regard-
ing COVID-19 and these 
changes, providers can call 
1-800-342-6712 or their lo-
cal Child Care Resource & 
Referral (CCR&R) agency. 
Providers can also submit 
questions by emailing Pro-
viderContact@state.or.us.

STAFF REPORT
chiefnews@countrymedia.net

State parks closed 

At the direction of Gov. 
Kate Brown, and in keep-
ing with the guidance that 
all Oregonians should stay 
home and stay healthy, the 
Oregon State Park system 
closed at the end of the day 
Monday, March 23.

Day-use areas were 
closed starting March 23 at 
5 p.m. 

The Oregon Parks and 
Recreation Department 
(OPRD) previously ordered 
a campground closure that 
would have started April 
3, and advised travelers to 
avoid day trips to full parks. 
With new guidance from the 
Governor, and clear signs 
that travelers are not fol-
lowing advice to avoid full 
parks, a statewide state park 
closure is necessary. Beaches 

can be closed by OPRD at 
their discretion and will be 
closed if social distancing 
practices are not followed.

All daytime park services 
will be closed statewide, 
including parking areas and 
restrooms. Campers will be 
refunded for all canceled 
nights. All travelers are ad-
vised to follow the guidance 
to stay home to stay healthy. 
City and county parks and 
other public land managers 
are open at their discretion, 
with the recommendation 
they do so only if they can 

adhere to social distancing 
practices.

“We would have pre-
ferred an orderly shutdown 
of the system and to remain 
open for daytime visits, but 
our concern for the effects 
on rural health care systems 
requires us to move up and 
expand our plans,” Or-
egon Parks and Recreation 
Department director Lisa 
Sumption said. “We know 
this will cause a disruption, 
since we’re suspending 
service to everyone, even 
people who live near a park. 
Reducing contact between 
people is more important 
than recreation at the mo-
ment.”

Know before you go:

• Travel Oregon travel 
alerts: https://traveloregon.
com/travel-alerts/.

• State park service 
reductions and closures: 
https://bit.ly/OPRD-covid.

• Oregon Department 
of Forestry: https://www.
oregon.gov/ODF/

• Oregon Department of 
Fish and Wildlife: https://
myodfw.com/visit-odfw-
wildlife-areas.

Photo courtesy of Oregon State Parks and Recreation Department
All Oregon State Parks are closed temporarily to help slow the spread of coronavirus.
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“Reducing contact 
between people is more 
important than recreation 
at the moment.”

Lisa Sumption, Or-
egon Parks and Recre-
ation Department 

Coronavirus impacts boating 

Courtesy photo 
“We’re underscoring the guidance by Governor Brown and Oregon Health Authority for social distancing 
and maintaining at least 6-feet separation. This means not having many passengers on board.” Ashley 
Massey, Oregon Marine Board.

Spring is normally a time 
for recreational boating in 
Oregon, but under the current 
coronavirus health crisis, 
boaters must take in consid-
eration Governor Brown’s 
Stay Home executive order.

The Chief checked in 
with the Oregon Marine 
Board’s public information 
officer about how the order is 
impacting boating recreation 
in the state.

The Chief: Despite the 
state parks closure and Gov. 
Brown’s Stay at Home Order, 
it is likely some people will 
still be out boating on lakes 
and rivers. What is the advice 
from the Oregon Marine 
Board to these people?

Ashley Massey: The 
Marine Board doesn’t own or 
operate any boating facilities, 
but we’re encouraging boat-
ers to use our interactive Boat 
Oregon Map to get contact 
information for the facility 
owner and find out whether a 
particular boat ramp is open. 
Because changes are happen-
ing quickly, we are unable to 
keep up with closures. We’re 
underscoring the guidance by 
Governor Brown and Oregon 
Health Authority for social 
distancing and maintaining at 
least 6-feet separation. This 
means not having many pas-
sengers on board. All boating 
safety and equipment rules 
apply.

The Chief: Would the 
Marine Board be utilizing 
county and state marine 
patrols to enforce the Stay at 
Home order?

Massey: It’s possible that 
Marine Patrols will be reas-
signed to assist with enforc-
ing the latest orders. At this 
point, marine units continue 
to patrol the waterways.

The Chief: This is usually 
a time when many bring their 
boats out and head to their 
favorite water body. If they 
do go, what new rules and 
regulations should they fol-
low and why?

Massey: This time of year 
there’s a lot of current and 
the waterways are cold. It’s 
very important that people 
wear a properly fitting life 
jacket on the outside of their 
coats/jackets, and to plan 
ahead. Oregon had its first 

recreational boating fatality 
of the year on Saturday at 
Devils Lake in Lincoln Coun-
ty and a life jacket would 
have saved the victim’s life.

There’s a wealth of 
information to help boat-
ers prepare at https://www.
boatoregon.com.

Massey also included the 
latest press release concern-
ing the Oregon Marine 
Board’s reaction to the coro-
navirus health crisis. That 
release is below.

The health and safety of 
our Marine Board staff and 
customers is an essential part 
of our services. To help slow 
and prevent the spread of 
COVID-19 in Oregon, we are 
reviewing and updating our 
approach to providing ser-
vice, while underscoring the 
Governor’s guidance to “stay 
home, save lives,” during 
these changing situations.

Here’s what our customers 
need to know:

• Services to boaters are 
available online and the 
OSMB crew is working. 
Online services for motor-
boat title and registration, 
boater education cards, 
outfitter,guide and charter 
registrations, and waterway 
access permit sales remain 
available through our Boat 
Oregon Store. If it’s your first 
time using the Boat Oregon 
Store, online self-help is 
available.

• The Marine Board office 
in Salem is closed for walk-in 
service, however, for people 
who have driven to the office 
for paperwork processing or 
questions, a drop box in the 
main office foyer is set up 
to drop off paperwork and a 
staff member will follow up 
with a phone call. We take 
pride in providing excellent 
service and are continuing to 
do so as best we can during 
this time. We are anticipat-
ing delays in mail service 
and paper transactions with 
staff working remotely. The 
best and most efficient way 
to complete transactions is 
online.

• All OSMB meetings are 
being held via teleconference 
or being rescheduled.

• Many OSMB staff are 
currently teleworking or may 
have different work sched-
ules.Contacting us via email 
at marine.board@oregon.
govhelps ensure timely 
receipt of your inquiry.Ad-
ditionally, staff are available 
by phone. Visit the agency 
directory.

• Check the BoatOregon.
com website for FAQs on 
safety, regulations and ad-
ministrative information.Peo-
ple may still go outside for 
recreation where social dis-
tancing can be maintained. 
Since the Marine Board does 
not own or operate any boat-
ing access facilities, check 
with the facility provider if 
the boat ramp is open. This 
is especially important on 
rivers for take-in and take-
out sites. State Parks close 
on Monday, which includes 
boating access.

To find facility owner 
contact information and 
to check on the status of 
a boating access site, visit 
the Marine Board’s interac-
tive Boat Oregon Map. Be 
advised that the open/closed 
facility status is not up to 
date as closures are happen-
ing quickly.

“Boating is so much a part 
of how many of us connect 
to friends, family and the 
outdoors that it is difficult 
to think about changing our 
boating behavior during 
these difficult times,” Oregon 
Marine Board Director Larry 
Warren said. “Boaters have 
a longstanding tradition of 
helping each other when 
things go wrong. When a 
pan-pan call goes out, we 
know that the first thing to 
do is to ensure our own boat 
is ready and safe and then 
respond to the emergency as 
we are able. I am asking my 
fellow boaters to do the same 
thing as they think about 
boating during this time.”

Not only is it important to 
follow the latest COVID-19 
guidelines, Warren said, 
but to not be complacent 
with boating safety. The 
waterways are very cold, so 
wearing a life jacket should 
be automatic.

Oregon’s first recreational 
boating fatality occurred 
over the weekend on Devil’s 
Lake. Warren said a life 
jacket would have prevented 
this tragedy.

For additional information

• 2019 Incident and fatal-
ity data is now available on 
the Oregon Marine Board’s 
website.

• The Oregon Health 
Authority continues to be the 
primary resource on COVID-
19:https://govstatus.egov.
com/OR-OHA-COVID-19.

• VisitGovernor Kate 
Brown’swebsitefor CO-
VID-19 information and 
additional resources.

JEREMY C. RUARK
jruark@countrymedia.net

as frequent handwashing, 
cleaning of living areas, 
adequate space to socially 
distance, and masks people 
showing symptoms are not 
being followed. People in-
carcerated at the jail sleep in 
four-person cells on two sets 
of bunk beds. Inmates rarely 
spend time at a distance 
further than six feet from 
each other. The only cleaning 
supplies the jail provides are 
part of a small hygiene kit 
that includes a bar of soap, 
shampoo, a comb, a tooth-
brush, and toothpaste,” the 
Center’s release reads.

The Center also said in 
addition to the close contact 
with others that is often dif-
ficult or impossible to avoid 
for incarcerated people, jails 

present other conditions that 
increase the risk of a CO-
VID-19 outbreak. They house 
vulnerable populations with 
higher rates of the medical 
conditions that make serious 
health consequences from 
infection more likely. Jails 
often provide scant medical 
care to their inhabitants.

According to the Center, 
experts in correctional public 
health are recommending that 
jails and prisons reduce their 
populations to aid in main-
taining social distancing. In 
Washington County, Colum-
bia County’s neighbor, the 
jail had released 121 people 
as of March 17 to help keep 
people safe.

“It’s important to remem-
ber, as every Oregonian acts 
to prevent the spread of this 
disease, that an outbreak in 
a jail or prison is unlikely 
to stay there,” said Chavez. 
“Correctional officers, staff, 
and others entering and 
leaving these facilities all 
have the capacity to take 
COVID-19 out into the wider 
community. We are all only 
as safe as the most vulnerable 
among us.”

Chavez told The Chief the 
lawsuit results could have far-
reaching impacts on jails and 
the well-being of inmates.

“Since this is a class ac-
tion suit, we are asking for 
changes for all the people 
jailed in CCJ in a similar 
predicament as Mr. Thomp-
son,” Chavez said. “The 
advice from the CDC and 
the Oregon Health Author-
ity is straightforward: keep 
a distance of more than six 
feet away from others, and 
up your hygiene and sanita-
tion. The jail needs to make 
that happen or people could 
die. Other jurisdictions, like 
Washington County and 
across the country, have 
taken the threat seriously 
and made these changes. 
Columbia County has a 
choice now: change, or 
have a public humanitarian 
crisis on their hands.

The Chief has contacted 
Columbia County Sheriff 
Brian Pixley and Columbia 
County Commissioner Alex 
Tardif for comment about 
the lawsuit. Both told us 
that they could not com-
ment on pending litigation.

The Columbia County 
Jail is located at 901 Port 
Avenue in St. Helens.

Follow developments 
here online and in the 
Friday print editions of The 
Chief.

LAWSUIT
From Page A1

Courtesy photo 
As part of Governor Kate Brown’s Executive Order 20-12, child care 
providers have been ordered to close unless they are providing 
emergency child care.
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last Week’s Results

Will social 
distancing be 

harmful for our 
society?

29% Yes 71% No

Is Gov. Brown’s 
Stay at Home 
Order the right 

step?
Yes No

Write to Us
We want to hear from you and encourage you to write letters to the editor. 
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countrymedia.net.
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However, views expressed in guest columns are independent 
and do not represent those of The Chief, its staff or Country 
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Reaction to Coronavirus

Oregon is in the initial 
phase of what is expected to 
be an unprecedented health 
care crisis related to the im-
pacts of COVID-19 caused 
by a novel coronavirus.

 In an effort to try to 
stem the rate of infection, 
Governor Brown has issued 
a “Stay Home, Save Lives” 
executive order, directing 
everyone in Oregon to stay 
home as much as possible. 
If you must leave your home 
for work, to get groceries, or 
seek medical care, please ad-
here to the “Social Distanc-
ing” guidelines of maintain-
ing a six foot distance from 
other people.

This is a time to work 
together to help our family, 
friends, neighbors and com-
munities. Things are happen-
ing quickly to provide aid 
to Oregonians impacted by 
COVID-19.

Federal response

There is good news at the 
federal level with agreement 
on a $2 trillion economic 
package that include provi-
sions to help Oregon fami-
lies, businesses and heath 
care providers including:

• Checks of $1200 per 
adult and $500 per child for 
working and middle-class 
people

• $350 billion in fully 
forgivable loans to small 
businesses

• $150 billion to provide 
stability to state, local and 
tribal governments to main-
tain health, education and 
other services. Those include 
local schools and higher 
education, affordable hous-
ing, homelessness assistance, 
and child care assistance for 
essential workers.

• $255 million per year 
to support nurses who are 
on the frontline fighting 
COVID-19.

Closer to home 

New temporary rules have 
been adopted for Unemploy-
ment Insurance Benefits 
applicable to the unique 
situations arising due to CO-
VID-19 and the actions taken 
to slow its spread.

COVID-19 related situa-
tions include a person who 
is unable to work because 
they are:

• Ill with coronavirus
• Potentially exposed 

and subjected to mandatory 
quarantine

• Advised by health 
provider or health officials to 
self-quarantine

• Required to care for a 
person with coronavirus

• Required to stay home 
with child due to school or 
childcare facility closure

• Out of work because 
employer has curtailed or 
closed their operation based 
on Governor’s orders.

Also you can refuse to 
work in a situation that is 
in violation of a mandatory 
quarantine or Governor’s 
directive regarding limiting 
the spread of coronavirus.

More information on 
Unemployment Insurance 
is available at: https://www.
oregon.gov/employ/Pages/
COVID-19.aspx

Staying home saves lives

We all need to work 
together, to Stay Home and 
Save Lives, and it all begins 
with each person taking 
responsibility for their health 
and the health of others. If 
you have flu-like symptoms, 
such as fever, coughing or 
shortness of breath, first stay 
away from other people and 
take precautions to avoid 
transmitting illness to others. 
The best person to decide 
if you should be tested for 
COVID-19 is your medical 
provider. They can order 
the test through commercial 
labs, and testing capacity in 
Oregon is almost 1,000 per 
day.

Even if you do have 
symptoms, your health 
provider may not order a 
test. They might instruct you 
to stay at home, recover, 
and take extra precautions 
to avoid spreading illness to 
others.

If your symptoms are 
serious, such as difficulty 
breathing, chest pains, bluish 
lips or face, seek treatment. 
If it is an emergency call 
911. If it’s not an emergency 
but you feel you need a med-
ical appointment call your 
doctor’s office. If you don’t 
have a doctor, call 211 for 

a list of clinics near you, or 
if necessary visit your local 
urgent care center. Call be-
fore you go. Let your health 
provider know if you suspect 
you might have COVID-19, 
so they can take certain steps 
to avid exposing anyone else.

More information about 
testing and COVID-19, can 
be found at www.healthore-
gon.org/coronavirus

One of the community re-
sources we have come to de-
pend on is the Oregon Food 
Bank, and they report that 
food is available to all who 
need it. Many of their 1,400+ 
partner pantries and food 
assistance sites are open, 
with increased cleaning and 
service updates to help fa-
cilitate social distancing. To 
access food assistance near 
you they have implemented 
the Oregon Food Bank’s 
Food Finder. For details, 
visit https://www.oregon-
foodbank.org.

Life changes 

The novel coronavirus is 
changing the way we live, 
but it is not changing the 
people that we are, and I 
know that we are decent, 
hard-working, supportive 
community members. And 
we will be working together 
over the coming days, weeks 
and months to support each 
other as we respond aggres-
sively to this pandemic.

Due to the Governor’s 
orders, the Capitol Build-
ing remains closed to the 
public, but we monitor our 
email and phone daily, and 
we are working to assist con-
stituents. If you need help in 
these trying times, or have an 
issue or concern regarding 
a state agency, contact my 
office and we’ll see what can 
be done.

Please take care of your-
self and each other. Be safe.

Rep. Brad Witt serves 
House District 31. He 

may be reach at:
• Email: Rep.BradWitt@

oregonlegislature.gov
• Telephone: 503-986-

1431
• Capitol Building: 900 

Court St NE, H-382, Salem, 
OR, 97301 

• Website: http://www.
oregonlegislature.gov/witt.

BRAD WITT
Chief Guest Column

We Will Endure
Dear Chief readers, 
During the coronavirus 

epidemic, The Chief is pro-
viding daily online updates at 
thechiefnews.com and in our 
print editions each Friday, to 
keep you updated on the ev-
ery changing events and how 
they are impacting all of us. 

We strongly support state 
and local efforts and public 
restrictions to slow the virus 
and appalled all those com-
plying with the restrictions. 
This is a very difficult time 
for many in our community 
and our hearts and prayers 
are with all struggling 
through this health crisis. 
Together, we will endure. 
Together we will get through 
this and move ahead. 

Since 1922, The Chief has 
been the main source of how 
local readers get their news 
and information. Providing 
you with the most up-to-date 
and confirmed information 

about the coronavirus and its 
impact on our community 
is something we don’t take 
lightly. Dedicated to our local 
independence and local per-
manence, we will continue to 
both serve and be part of the 
community documenting fac-
tual and critical news during 
and after this pandemic. 

Newspaper readers today 
are news consumers who 
manage themselves with 
what news they receive, 
as well as when and how, 
through multiple platforms. 
With our digital and social 
media platforms, The Chief 
is the largest and most trusted 
news source in our com-
munity. We’re active com-
munity members and catalyst 
for economic development. 
We’re here to document local 
stories and help our com-
munity. We will continue to 
be a beacon and steadfast 
provider of credible and ac-

curate reporting during this 
trying time to keep you well 
informed. 

In fact, you, our valued 
readers and advertisers, are 
the reason for the success of 
The Chief. 

There are countless com-
munities across the country, 
many much larger than ours, 
that don’t have a hometown 
newspaper to call their very 
own. Our advertisers have 
always responded by adver-
tising locally, and our readers 
have always responded by 
supporting our community 
businesses in difficult times. 

In times like these, we 
understand and are honored 
to be the stewards who have 
documented relevant news 
since 1922. 

Jeremy C. Ruark 
Publisher / 

Executive Editor 
The Chief

Remote learning for students

Jeremy C. Ruark / The Chief 
Clatskanie Elementary School sits empty without students until at least April 28 due to the coronavirus 
pandemic.

Clatskanie School District 
officials are moving to help 
continue students’ educa-
tion during the coronavirus 
pandemic school closure.

The students have been 
out of the classroom and 
schools closed following 
Gov. Kate Brown’s Stay 
Home order to slow the 
spread of the coronavirus.

Superintendent Cathy 
Hurowitz has sent a letter to 
district parents outlining the 
efforts to continue education 
services.

“We are collaborating 
with Northwest Regional 
Educational service Dis-
trict to provide options for 
districts, she wrote. “Our 
teachers know the students 
best and will be able make 
plans for your students.”

Hurowitz told The Chief 
on Thursday, March 26, that 

a remote learning program 
is in the works and that 
teachers, who are expected to 
return to schools March 30, 
will be working to provide 
materials for students.  

“Beginning April 6, 
meals and materials will be 
delivered to students at their 
bus stops,” she said. “There 
will also be materials and 
supports on each school’s 
web page.”

Hurowitz said the annual 
high school senior graduation 
is still unclear.

“We are waiting for 
guidance from the Oregon 
Department of Education,” 
she said.  “We have been 
informed that there will be a 
path forward for our seniors 
to graduate in June.”

Hurowitz said the district 
is also keeping in close con-
tact with parents.

“Teachers have made 
phone calls to all of our fami-
lies,” she said. “They were 

checking in to see if there 
are any unmet needs as well 
as asking about available 
technology.  This is in prepa-
ration for returning to work 
to prepare for instruction.  
Teachers are worried about 
students and miss them.”

The school district will 
continuing its Grab and Go 
free student meals during the 
closure as well.

In her letter to parents, 
Hurowitz ended here mes-
sage with the following 
recommendation.

“Please take the time … 
to enjoy the beauty around 
us,” she wrote. “Go hiking, 
learn a new game, do some 
yoga, or read a good book, 
but above all else take care of 
yourselves. We are all in this 
together and I believe that 
we will come out better and 
stronger when this is over.”

Follow latest develop-
ments at thechiefnews.com 

JEREMY C. RUARK
jruark@countrymedia.net
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First responders in Co-
lumbia County are taking 
additional protection steps 
during the coronavirus pan-
demic.

The Chief checked in with 
Columbia County Sheriff 
Brian Pixley to see what 
measures are now in place to 
best protect deputies and the 
public during the coronavirus 
epidemic. Pixels said new 
measures are in place at the 
Clatskaine and St. Helens 
Sheriff’s Office locations and 
the county jail. 

The Chief: What steps 
have been taken at the Co-
lumbia County Jail to ensure 
that the inmates will not be 
spreading the coronavirus? 

Brian Pixley: We have 
stopped all programs and 
are limiting access to the 
facility to only corrections 
staff. Arresting officers may 
enter our booking area. We 
are sanitizing the facility 
more often, instructing the 
inmates on proper hand 
washing techniques as wel 
as how to prevent the spread 
of the virus and our medical 
staff is monitoring the inmate 
population. 

The Chief: Are inmates 
being tested? 

Pixley: No. 

The Chief: Are deputies 
taking any new precautions, 
including limiting in-person 
non-emergency service calls? 

Pixley: We are not limit-
ing calls. We are telling our 
Patrol Deputies to be more 
aware of the people they 
contact, ask questions as to 
their health and handle some 
non priority calls via phone 
if able. 

The Chief: Are the depu-
ties using and/or wearing new 
or additional gear to help 
protect them from the virus? 

Pixley: We are provid-
ing portable hand washing 
stations to our patrol staff as 
well as masks, disposable 
gowns and hand santitizer. 

The Chief: Have any of 
the deputies been excused 
from duty with symptoms of 
the coronavirus? 

Pixley: No one has exhib-
ited any signs or symptoms 
but we currently have some 
employees quarantined due to 
possible exposure. 

The Chief: Has the threat 
of the virus triggered public 
access limitations at the Sher-
iff’s Office and the jail and if 
so, what are the limitations. 

Pixley: We are limiting 
public access to the Sheriff’s 
Office and have gone to a ser-

vice by appointment model 
to limit the amount of foot 
traffic at CCSO. 

Non-Emergency contact 
number 

The non-emergency phone 
number for the Columbia 
County Sheriff’s Office is 
503-366-4611. If you have an 
emergency, dial 911. 

Columbia River Fire & 
Rescue medical professionals 
say they are prepared to serve 
the community during the 
coronavirus epidemic. 

In a release on the CRFR 
Facebook page, the first re-

sponders said they are taking 
additional measures to keep 
themselves and the public 
safe. 

“You will see CRF&R 
crews arriving on scene 
wearing additional protective 
gear during the COVID-19 
outbreak,” the Facebook post 
reads. “If a patient complains 
of severe flu symptoms or 
respiratory distress, will take 
the highest level of precau-
tion.” 

The Facebook post also 
advises everyone to be safe 
and wash your hands to help 
slow the spread of coronavi-
rus. 

The St. Helens Police De-
partment continues to operate 
24 hours a day, seven days a 
week to serve the community 
during the current COVID-19 
pandemic, but new measures 
are in place due to the coro-
navirus. 

“Like all citizens, we must 
take the necessary precau-
tions to keep our officers and 
their families safe so that our 
officers can continue to be 
available in an emergency 
situation,” according to a 
release from the City of St. 
Helens. 

Because the St. Helens 
Police Department is a small 
agency with a limited number 
of sworn officers, officials 
said police officers have 
been instructed to limit their 
in-person response to all non-
emergency calls for service to 
ensure that police can provide 
protection for emergency 
situations. 

City officials are encour-
aging officers and citizens 
to handle non-emergency 
calls over the telephone to 
limit the potential exposure 
to the coronavirus and keep 
everyone safe. Officers will 
continue to respond to all 
emergency calls in-person. 
Certain calls for service will 
also require that officers con-
tinue to respond in-person. 

In an effort to limit the 
spread and exposure of CO-
VID-19 in St. Helens, the po-
lice station lobby is currently 
closed to the public during 

the coronavirus pandemic. 
This closure will be evaluated 
on a regular basis. The lobby 
will be reopened once it is 
deemed safe to do so again. 

In addition to limiting con-
tact with citizens during non-
emergency calls, St. Helens 
officers will: 

• Practice social distancing 
and maintain at least six feet 
of distance between officers 
and citizens when in contact 
with anyone. 

• Disinfect equipment and 
work areas on a routine basis. 

• Practice proper hand 
washing hygiene. 

• Wear personal protective 
equipment when interacting 
with people exhibiting flu-
like symptoms. 

• Limit the number of 
officers encountering citizens 
when it is feasible and safe to 
do so. 

• Wear personal protective 
equipment when assisting 
EMS with any medical call. 

St. Helens Police Depart-
ment protective equipment 
consists of: 

• N95 masks (single use) 
• Safety glasses 
• Nitrile gloves 
If there is a life safety 

emergency, or crime in prog-
ress, people should continue 
to call 9-1-1. In St. Helens, 
non-emergency reports can 
be directed through dispatch 
at 503-397-1521. 

Follow this developing 
story at thechiefnews.com.

Clatskanie Grows: Cardboard, paper wasp, hummingbirds 

Cardboard for 
weed control

For those of you who 
don’t wish to use chemi-
cals on your garden for late 
spring weed control, you 
can use cardboard. Place a 
single layer of cardboard 
(or several thicknesses of 
newspaper) over the garden 
area and cover the sheets 
with compost or other 
organic matter. Wait several 
months, and till it all into the 
garden. The rain will make 
the cardboard easy to till and 
the shading will eliminate a 
good portion of the quack-
grass, chickweed, and other 
winter weeds. Some garden-
ers transplant starts right 
through un-tilled cardboard. 
However, you should make 
some holes in it with rebar 
to allow irrigation water to 
reach roots. The cardboard 
needs to go on right away to 
have the desired results. You 
can also tarp areas (without 
cardboard) right now and 
get decent weed control if 
you don’t plant to plant until 
May. 

Cardboard (or newspaper) 
and organic mulch can also 
be used on the garden paths 
in the summer.

A new-ish paper wasp
 
As plant an insect spe-

cies travel with ease from 

continent to continent, it is 
no surprise that Columbia 
County has a new-ish wasp. 
This European import is 
paper wasp (Polistes domi-
nulus) that looks much like a 
small yellow jacket. One dis-
tinguishing physical feature 
is a bright yellow to orange 
antenna. As a paper wasp, it 
creates single paper combs 
that are not enclosed (un-
like the yellow jacket which 
encloses its nest). Also unlike 
a yellow jacket, the female 
P. dominulus will reuse last 
year’s nest combs, unheard 
of in the yellow jacket world. 
Even more unusual, several 
females will cooperatively 
rear and tend eggs in a single 
nest. These nests, each in-
dividual, can be clustered 
together in great numbers. 

Paper wasp colonies die 
out in the late fall (as do yel-
low jackets). Pregnant queens 
who left the nest hunker 
down for the winter. While 
yellow jacket queens hunker 
in solitude, this paper wasp is 
a bit gregarious and it is not 
uncommon to have a number 
of them hunkering together, 
often in attics or other hu-
man constructed structures. 
People who have bird boxes 
have noticed that the over-
wintering cluster like those 
spaces and may discourage 
birds who nest early from 
occupying the boxes.

They do sting, repeatedly 
and painfully, just like a yel-
low jacket. They may not be 
as aggressive as ground-nest-
ing yellow jackets but should 
be treated with respect.

There is a silver lining. 
They get going early in the 
spring. In fact, during warm 
spells, some females from an 
over-wintering cluster will 
go out and get insects for the 
rest to feed on. Nest building 
starts early as well, often in 
human constructed spaces. 

This early activity provides 
useful insect predation at a 
time when other predatory 
insects are just warming up.

Clearly there are areas 
where paper nests are inap-
propriate. Those nests are 
best removed in the early-
mid spring before the first 
brood hatches. But if you can 
live with their choice of nest-
ing space, they will provide 
you a lot of caterpillar, aphid 
and other insect control.

Anna’s hummingbirds 
“chirp” with their tails
 
Anna’s hummingbirds 

are common residents of 
Columbia County. 
Males make 
acrobatic 
climbs 
and then 
swoop 
down 
over 
the 
fe-
males 
to im-
press 
them. 
As they 
descend 
at speeds 
of 50 mph, 
they open 
their tail feath-
ers and emit a loud, sharp 
chirp. Scientists found that 
this had nothing to do with 
vocal chords. Instead, the 
structure of the edge of the 
outermost feathers produced 
the sound as the air rushed 

over them, causing them 
to vibrate like a reed on a 
clarinet. 

 The OSU Extension of-
fice is closed to face-to-face 
public contact but you can 
still reach us.

Last week, Oregon State 
University closed all Exten-
sion offices to face-to-face 
contact starting this past 
Monday. It is part of the 
larger Oregon State Uni-
versity effort to slow the 
spread of COVID-19. The 
University itself is teaching 
completely digitally for the 
rest of the academic year. 
Our volunteers are also 
restricted in what they can 
do relative to the program(s) 
of OSU Extension they are 
connected to. Most of them 
have been already contacted. 

However, all of us (fac-
ulty and staff) will still be 
working (most of the time in 
the office), answering phone 
calls, email messages, writ-
ing newspaper columns and 

newsletters, and working 
to develop pro-

grams that can 
reach you 

on-line. 
We are 
really 
com-
mitted 
to 
help-
ing 
our 
com-

muni-
ties in 

any way 
we can, es-

pecially in our 
areas of subject 

matter expertise (farm-
ing, gardening, forestry, 
food, food safety, and nutri-
tion, healthy decision-mak-
ing, and youth education) 
and any other way we can 
enrich your life and/or make 

you safer in these challeng-
ing times.  Please do not 
hesitate to contact us.  And 
please, take all steps neces-
sary to ensure that you and 
your loved ones are safe. 

OSU Master Gardener™ 
Spring Fair/Tomato Sale is 

cancelled for 2020

This was another difficult 
decision. At present, there is 
an indefinite statewide ban 
on all events that draw 250 
people or more. In consulta-
tion with our OSU Regional 
Director and the Program 
Leader for Community 
Horticulture (which includes 
the MG program) we made 
the decision to cancel the 
event based on the odds that 
ban would still be in place 
by the Spring Fair date were 
significant and the risk to 
the public was likely to still 
be high. I know many of 
you will be disappointed. 
But we promise to come 
roaring back next year with 
the best Spring Fair ever.

Scappoose Bay Watershed 
Council’s Native Plant 
Sale Saturday, April 11

 Join the Watershed 
Council at their Spring 
Native Plant Sale Saturday, 
April 11, from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. This is their semi-an-
nual event to get you ready 
for spring and summer 
planting. They have lots of 
new plants at great prices – 
all native to our area. Staff 
and volunteers are avail-
able to help chose plants 
suggest gardening ideas, 
and provide information on 
establishing and maintain-
ing native vegetation. For 
more information see http://
www.scappoosebay-wc.org/
native-plant-nursery. 

 The Plant Sale is from 9 

a.m. to 3 p.m. at the SBWC 
nursery, located behind 
Scappoose High School. 
Look for signs – go east on 
SE High School Way and 
turn into the parking lot 
between the high school and 
the school ball field areas. 

Free newsletter

The Oregon State Uni-
versity Extension office in 
Columbia County publishes 
a monthly newsletter on gar-
dening and farming topics 
(called County Living) writ-
ten/edited by yours truly. 
All you need to do is ask 
for it and it will be mailed 
or emailed to you. Call 503 
397-3462 to be put on the 
list. Alternatively, you can 
find it on the web at 

http://extension.oregon-
state.edu/columbia/ and 
click on newsletters.

Many Extension 
publications available 

online

 Are you putting up salsa, 
saving seeds, or thinking 
about planting grapes? OSU 
has a large number of its 
publications available for 
free download. Just go to 
https://catalog.extension.
oregonstate.edu. Click 
on publications and start 
exploring.

The Extension Service 
offers its programs and ma-
terials equally to all people.

Contact information for 
the Extension office

Oregon State University 
Extension Service – Colum-
bia County, 505 N. Co-
lumbia River Highway, St. 
Helens, OR 97051. Phone: 
503 397-3462. Email: chip.
bubl@oregonstate.edu

Chief Guest Column by
CHIP BUBL
Oregon State University Extension 
Service - Columbia County

Clatskanie 
Grows

May Primary will continue as planned
Oregon Secretary of State 

Bev Clarno says Oregon’s 
May 19th Primary Election 
will continue as planned.

According to a release 
from Clarno’s office, the certi-
fied list of 371 candidates who 
filed to run for office has been 
sent to county election clerks 
this week so that they can be-
gin laying out the ballots to be 
sent to the printer. The Oregon 
Voters’ Pamphlet is also being 
put together and proofread 
so it can be sent to the printer 
later this month.

Ballots for military and 
overseas voters will be mailed 
out not later than April 4, and 
regular ballots will be mailed 
out starting April 29.

“Because Oregon votes 
by mail we do not have to be 

concerned about social dis-
tancing issues at polling places 
that so many other states are 
struggling with,” Clarno said. 
“Many states are looking to 
implement our vote by mail 
system as a safer way to con-
duct elections in November.”

Oregonians have been cast-
ing their ballot by mail since 
1998.

Oregon Senator Ron 
Wyden (D) has also intro-
duced legislation to establish 
Vote by Mail across the nation.

“No voter should have to 
choose between exercising 
their constitutional right and 
putting their health at risk,” 
Wyden said in a statement 
released March 11. “When 
disaster strikes, the safest 
route for seniors, individuals 
with compromised immune 
systems or other at-risk 
populations is to provide every 
voter with a paper ballot they 

can return by mail or drop-off 
site. This is a nonpartisan, 
commonsense solution to the 
very real threat looming this 
November.”

Clarno said contingency 
plans are being prepared to 

deal with any impacts the 
COVID-19 virus may have on 
Oregon’s election processes.

The May 19 election is a 
primary election. Primaries 
serve two main purposes. The 
first is for all voters to be able 

to cast ballots for candidates 
for nonpartisan offices like 
judges and some county and 
other local offices. The second 
is for the voters registered with 
a major political party to select 
their nominees for partisan of-
fice like US President, Oregon 
Secretary of State, Treasurer 
and Attorney General and 
legislators at both the state and 
national level.

Those registered as not 
affiliated with a political party, 
or registered with a minor 
party (Constitution, Inde-
pendent, Libertarian, Pacific 
Green, Progressive, Working 
Families) will receive a ballot 
that includes only nonpartisan 
offices.

The US Supreme Court has 
ruled that political parties get 
to decide who votes in their 
primaries. Anyone registered 
as not affiliated with a politi-
cal party, or registered with 

a minor party, will not have 
candidates for President or any 
partisan office on their May 
primary ballot.

Clarno said those vot-
ers will have them on their 
November 3 ballot. Only 
registered Republicans will 
be able to vote to choose their 
nominees for partisan offices, 
and only registered Democrats 
will be able to vote to choose 
their nominees for partisan 
offices, she said.

The deadline to register to 
vote, update your registration, 
or change your political party, 
is April 28. Clarno urges vot-
ers to make such changes as 
soon as possible. 

For more information, 
visit oregonvotes.gov. Look 
for election preview stories at 
thechiefnews.com and in the 
Friday print editions of The 
Chief.

Jeremy C. Ruark / The Chief
Sen. Ron Wyden shares a moment with members of a St. Helens town 
hall in January. Wyden has introduced legislation to establish Vote by 
Mail across the nation.

JEREMY C. RUARK
jruark@countrymedia.net

Courtesy photo from CRFR
The uniforms in the middle and on the right are what Columbia River 
Fire & Rescue crews typically wear on medical calls, with added pro-
tection of a mask and potentially double gloves. CRFR said they will 
take the highest level of precaution and now potentially wear the white 
suit pictured on the far left. 

First responders react to coronavirus
JEREMY C. RUARK
jruark@countrymedia.net
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Storage

Listings are updated daily at www.thechiefnews.com

J.J. LANDSCAPING

360-241-6889 or 
360-425-0738.

Gardening needs, 
lawn maintenance, 

clean ups, bark, soil, 
planting, pruning, 

aeration, fertilization, 
weed control, plant 
trees, blackberry 

removal, free estimates 
and I have references. 

150
Misc Services

Paul’s Tree 
Service Inc.

No bush too small, 
no tree too tall 
- Call Paul! Spe-
cialized in danger 
trees, take downs, 
storm clean-up. 
Time to prune 
- pruning Lace 
Leafed Maples & 
ornamental shrub-
beries, chipping, 
senior or veterans 
discount, free es-

timates. CCB# 
217173 Lic., 
Bonded & Insured.  
5 0 3 - 4 4 0 - 0 7 2 3 
or 503-543-8274.

311
Announcements

The Rainier 
Senior Center

Located at 48 W. 
7th Street, will be 
providing luncheon 
take out meals. 
The pick up hour is 
from 11:30 to 12:30 
but PLEASE call 
the day before or 
by 10:00 am to or-
der. We also ask 
that you bring the 
correct change. 
For seniors over 
60 it is a donation 
of $5 and for folks 
under 60 the cost 
is $7. The menu for 
March is posted on 
our website: www.
RainierSenior.com.  
Due to the building 
being closed, meals 
are delivered to you 

outside at the door. 
Thank you for your 
support and under-
standing.

502
Help Wanted

Assistant Pool 
Manager: 

Clatskanie Park & 
Recreation District, 
Clatskanie Swim-
ming Pool is now 
accepting applica-
tions for an Assis-
tant Pool Manager 
position Require-
ments: High School 
Diploma or equiva-
lent, Minimum one 
(1) year pool man-
agement, swim-
ming instruction 
and lifeguarding 
experience; two (2) 
years of experience 
preferred, Gen-
eral management 
preferred, Ability 
to obtain National 
Swimming Pool 
Foundation certifi-

cations for Certified 
Pool Operator with-
in three (3) months 
of hire date, Ability 
to obtain Lifeguard, 
First Aid, CPR certi-
fication within three 
(3) months of hire 
date, Knowledge 
of swimming pool 
maintenance

CLATSKANIE
Mini Storage

Hoarder’s Paradise!
20 sizes, Inexpensive

RV Storage, Hand 
trucks, Locks, 

Fully-lined, Insulated, 
Condensation free, 
all units lite. On-site 

Manager

503 728-2051
503 369-6503
Visa/MC/Amex

950
Real Estate Wanted

I buy houses 
and land

in any condition. 
360-261-4700.

16156 Hwy 101 South • P.O. Box 1956 • Brookings, Oregon 97415
Phone (541) 469-5341  •  Fax (541) 469-5543

CCB # 29995 CCLB# 456696

Established Construction company seeking Rock Crusher 
Foreman (crushing and managing experience preferred).

Responsibilities include:
• Overseeing the operations of portable and stationary rock crusher
• Operating various types of heavy equipment including front end   
 loaders, excavators, dozers and more
• Maintenance of equipment • Managing 3 to 5-man crew
• Complete daily paperwork • MSHA experience preferred
• Follow all company safety policies • Must have valid drivers license
• Must pass pre-employment drug screening

Pay range $18 to $28/hr and depends on experience. 
Benefits include company paid health insurance, life insurance, 
401k match AND 401k profit share.

Email resumes to info@twcontractors.com.

We are an equal opportunity employer. Women, minorities, veterans and individu-
als with disabilities are encouraged to apply.
This contractor and subcontractor abides by the requirements of 41 CFR 60-1.4(a), 
60-300.5(a) and 60-741.5(a H48859

Public Notices
PROTECTING YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW

Notice is hereby given that 
the annual meeting for 
the landowners and Board 
Members of the Clatsop 
#15 Drainage Improvement 
Company, Columbia and 
Clatsop County, Oregon, 
will be held Thursday, 
April 2, 2020, at 4:00 p.m. 

at GreenWood Resource’s 
Nursery Office located at 
91151 Old Mill Town Rd 
in Westport, OR. Notice 
is further given that all 
proxies must be in writing 
and signed by the owner. 
The meeting is to elect a 
director, adopt a budget 

and any other business 
that comes before the 
landowners. Dated this 
16th day of March, 2020. 
Kathy Haiby, Secretary/
Treasurer Clatsop #15 
Drainage Improvement 
Company, Inc. Board of 
Directors.

CC20-1192 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 
LANDOWNERS OF THE CLATSOP #15 
DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENT COMPANY, INC.

Reference is made to that 
certain Trust Deed made 
by, CESAR ORLANDO 
ALFARO as Grantor to 
FIDELITY NATIONAL 
TITLE CO. OF 
OREGON, AN OREGON 
CORPORATION as Trustee, 
in favor of MORTGAGE 
ELECTRONIC 
REGISTRATION 
SYSTEMS, INC., as 
designated nominee for 
NEW PENN FINANCIAL, 
LLC, Beneficiary of the 
security instrument, its 
successors and assigns, dated 
as of May 13, 2018 and 
recorded on May 14, 2018 as 
Instrument No. 2018-004106 
and the beneficial interest 
was assigned to NEW PENN 
FINANCIAL, LLC D/B/A 
SHELLPOINT MORTGAGE 
SERVICING and recorded 
December 11, 2018 as 
Instrument Number 2018-
010255 of official records in 
the Office of the Recorder of 

Columbia County, Oregon 
to-wit: APN: 11750 LOT 3, 
BLOCK 4, SHERMANS 
ADDITION, TO THE CITY 
OF ST. HELENS, COUNTY 
OF COLUMBIA, STATE OF 
OREGON Commonly known 
as: 124 MACARTHUR 
ST, SAINT HELENS, OR 
97051 Both the Beneficiary, 
NewRez LLC FKA New 
Penn Financial, LLC DBA 
Shellpoint Mortgage
Servicing, and the Trustee, 
Tony Kullen, Esq., OSB 
#090218, have elected to sell 
the said real property to
satisfy the obligations 
secured by said Trust 
Deed and notice has been 
recorded pursuant to Section 
86.735(3) of Oregon Revised 
Statutes. The default for 
which the foreclosure 
is made is the Grantor’s 
failure to pay: Failed to pay 
payments which became 
due Monthly Payment(s): 6 
Monthly Payment(s) from 

08/01/2019 to 01/01/2020 
at $1,895.38 1 Monthly 
Payment(s) from 02/01/2020 
to 02/01/2020 at $1,893.33 
By this reason of said default 
the Beneficiary has declared 
all obligations secured by 
said Trust Deed immediately 
due and payable, said sums 
being the following, to-wit: 
The sum of $277,478.67 
together with interest thereon 
at the rate of 4.37500% per 
annum from May 1, 2019 
until paid; plus all accrued 
late charges thereon; and all 
Trustee’s fees, foreclosure 
costs and any sums advanced 
by the Beneficiary pursuant 
to the terms of said Trust 
Deed. Wherefore, notice 
is hereby given that, the 
undersigned Trustee will on 
June 16, 2020 at the hour 
of 01:00 PM, Standard of 
Time, as established by 
Section 187.110, Oregon 
Revised Statues, Front 
Entrance, Columbia County 

Courthouse, 230 Strand 
Street, St. Helens, OR 97051 
County of Columbia, sell at 
public auction to the highest 
bidder for cash the interest 
in the said described real 
property which the Grantor 
had or had power to convey 
at the time of the execution 
by him of the said Trust 
Deed, together with any 
interest which the Grantor 
or his successors in interest 
acquired after the execution 
of said Trust Deed, to satisfy 
the foregoing obligations
thereby secured and the 
costs and expenses of sale, 
including a reasonable 
charge by the Trustee. Notice 
is further given that any 
person named in Section 
86.753 of Oregon Revised 
Statutes has the right to have 
the foreclosure proceeding 
dismissed and the Trust Deed 
reinstated by payment to 
the Beneficiary of the entire 
amount then due (other than 

such portion of said principal 
as would not then be due had 
no default occurred), together 
with the costs, Trustee’s or 
attorney’s fees and curing 
any other default complained 
of in the Notice of Default 
by tendering the performance 
required under the obligation 
or Trust Deed, at any time 
prior to five days before the 
date last set for sale. Without 
limiting the Trustee’s
disclaimer of representations 
or warranties, Oregon law 
requires the Trustee to state 
in this notice that
some residential property 
sold at a Trustee’s 
sale may have been 
used in manufacturing 
methamphetamines, the 
chemical components of 
which are known to be toxic. 
Prospective purchasers of 
residential property should 
be aware of this potential 
danger before deciding to 
place a bid for this property 

at the Trustee’s sale. In 
construing this notice, the 
masculine gender includes 
the feminine
and the neuter, the singular 
includes plural, the word 
“Grantor” includes any 
successor in interest to the
Grantor as well as any other 
persons owing an obligation, 
the performance of which is 
secured by said
Trust Deed, the words 
“Trustee” and “Beneficiary” 
includes their respective 
successors in interest, if any. 
Dated: 01/30/2020 By: Tony 
Kullen, Esq., OSB #090218 
Successor Trustee Tony 
Kullen, Esq., OSB #090218 
c/o Wright, Finlay & Zak, 
LLP 121 SW Morrison, Suite 
1100, Portland, OR 97204 
(949) 477-
5050 Order Number 69655, 
Pub Dates: 03/13/2020, 
03/20/2020, 03/27/2020, 
04/03/2020, THE 
CLATSKANIE CHIEF

CC20-1170 

TS No.OR07000143-19-1 APN 11750 TO No 191135548 TRUSTEE’S NOTICE OF SALE 

The City of Clatskanie 
is seeking a Request for 
Proposal from qualified 
firms to conduct a Facility 

Master Plan for the Waste-
water Treatment plant.  RFP 
information packets are 
available on the City web-site 

at www.cityofclatskanie.com.  
Deadline for submissions is 
close of business, Monday 
March 30th, 2020.

CC20-1191 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

The Clatskanie City Council 
will meet for a regular 
meeting on Wednesday, 
April 1st 2020 @ 7:00 
PM in the Clatskanie City 
Hall Council Chambers, 
(2nd floor), 75 S. Nehalem 
St.  The Meeting will be 
conducted via teleconference 
for City Councilors.  Public 
attendees must adhere to 
social distancing rules 
described by Ex. Order 20-

12 due to the COVID-19 
virus. Please see the City’s 
website or public notice 
for additional changes, if 
required, before the meeting. 
Agenda items include, but 
are not limited to:  Approval 
of the minutes of the 
March 4th, 2020 regular 
meeting: Second reading 
of an Ordinance defining 
the categories of personal 
services contracts; A Motion 

to approve an Emergency 
Personnel Policy; A Motion 
to approve annual City 
Liquor Licenses; A motion 
to approve the award of a 
Request For Proposal for the 
Sewer Plant Facility Master 
Plan.  If you have special 
needs, please contact City 
Hall by March 30th, 2020.  
An updated agenda will be 
available at City Hall by 
March 27th, 2020.

CC20-1194 

CITY OF CLATSKANIE CLATSKANIE 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING NOTICE

The Public Notice deadline is Wednesdays by noon. 
Late submissions are not guaranteed to make it into the paper.

Call
The the chief 

at 503-728-3350
to place your 

ad today!

view classified ads in 
the Chief and online at 

thechiefnews.com

SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 503.728.3350 www.thechiefnews.com

ONLINE
DESKTOP COMPUTERS • MOBILE • TABLETS

The Chief
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••Obituaries••

Ellen Lucy Erdmann Girt 
passed away on March 16th, 
2020. Ellen, known to many 
friends as DeeDee, was born 
in Seattle in 1950, to Mil-
dred and Hubertus Erdmann. 
She was the youngest of five 
siblings, Paul, Peter, Mary, 
Steven; and was the only 
one born outside of Europe. 
Growing up, Ellen loved her 
Great Dane, Duke – and her 
Border Collie, Benny.

She graduated from 
Clatskanie High School in 
1968, where she made many 
lifelong friends. In Clats-
kanie, she met Jim Girt, her 
husband of over 50 years. 
They have two children, 
Kelly and Brady. While 
Oregon and Washington 
have been home to Ellen 
the longest, she has many 
memories and friends from 
her time in St. George, Utah; 
Kwajalein, Marshall Islands; 
Kansas City, Missouri and 
New York City, New York.

Ellen channeled her pas-
sion for doing right by her 
community when she and 
Jim started River Run Farm. 
Jim and Ellen were one of 
few farms raising their cattle 

on organic grass pastures. 
Their decision made them 
a success, earning busi-
ness with top restaurants in 
Portland, and a feature in 
the New York Times.

Over the years, she has 
been a force in her com-
munity. Ellen was one of 
the main original organizers 
of the Clatskanie All Class 
Reunion, a yearly event 
for former students of all 
ages to come together. Her 
legacy has continued to live 
on through the celebrated 
event.

Family and friends will 
always remember her ability 

to bring people together, 
and her desire to live life to 
its fullest. The Girt Bash, 
(a.k.a. River Run Rendez-
vous), started in Spokane, 
Washington in 1990, has 
become an annual tradi-
tion for many loved ones. A 
gourmand herself, the party 
is known for its legendary 
potlucks on Saturday night 
- including Ellen’s cheesy 
garlic grits, and Cajun-style 
crawdad boil.

Ellen is survived by her 
husband, Jim; sister, Mary; 
children, Kelly and Brady; 
and grandchildren, Kacey, 
Audrey and Abraham. The 
family will be hosting a Cel-
ebration of Life during the 
annual Girt Bash in Ellen’s 
honor. The celebration will 
take place, followed by a 
potluck on Saturday, August 
15, 2020 at the family’s 
home in Clatskanie.

In lieu of flowers, the 
family is requesting dona-
tions to American Cancer 
Society Hope Lodge Jerome 
L. Greene Family Center — 
(132 West 32nd Street, New 
York, NY 10001; Phone: 
1-800-227-2345).

Ellen Girt
~ March 16, 2020

Jill Diane (Nelson) 
Sprague was born on April 20, 
1960 in Portland, Oregon. She 
lived in Clatskanie until she 
was 16 with her parents Lynn 
and Diane, and her brothers 
Brian, Todd and Marc. 

She passed away on March 
5, 2020. 

She is survived by her 
husband Pat Sprague; two 
children, Nicole and Brad; 12 
grandkids; and three great-
grandchildren. 

Rest in peace. She will be 
missed.

Jill Diane Sprague
April 20, 1962 ~ March 5, 2020

Jon Leino 61, of Westport, 
OR passed away March 23, 
2020 in Westport OR.

Jon Leino
May 16, 1958 ~ 
March 23, 2020

OHS seeks personal reflections
How do we stay con-

nected and rooted in commu-
nity while practicing social 
distancing? What is the role 
of cultural institutions during 
this unprecedented time? 

Like many museums and 
attractions that have closed 
in response to the COVID-19 
virus, the Oregon Historical 
Society (OHS) will be largely 
moving online, sharing Ore-
gon history virtually through 
social media, blogging, and 
our digital platforms like 
the Oregon Encyclopedia, 
OHS Digital Collections, and 
online curriculum. 

At the same time, as the 
repository of Oregon’s his-
tory, OHS has a responsibil-
ity to record this moment 
for future generations – a 
moment that practically no 
one on earth has experienced 
in their lifetime.

That is why the Oregon 
Historical Society is asking 
you to share your stories: 
your personal reflections on 
living through this pandemic. 
In this period of isolation 
from friends and family:

• What stories of Orego-
nians from the past or present 
are giving you courage?

• How are you spending 
your days in this strange new 
“normal?” 

• What have you learned 
about yourself, your friends, 
or your family, that is giving 
you strength amidst chaos?

The Oregon Histori-
cal Society invites com-
munity members to share 
their personal reflections by 
submitting a letter through 
an online form or by mail-
ing a handwritten note to the 
OHS Research Library, 1200 

SW Park Avenue, Portland, 
OR 97205. All written and 
electronic submissions must 
include the author’s full 
name, location (city, town, or 
reservation), and the date.

“Some of the most price-
less treasures in the Oregon 
Historical Society collections 
are the handwritten diaries 
and journals of individuals 
who made their way across 
the Oregon Trail,” Oregon 
Historical Society Execu-
tive Director Kerry Tym-
chuk said. “As we persevere 
through this new uncharted 
trail, we invite Oregonians 
to document their thoughts 
and experiences and to share 
them with OHS, so we, in 
turn, can share them with 
future generations.” 

Tymchuk said while we 
are lucky to have technol-
ogy to stay connected during 
this time of social isolation, 
sometimes, pen and paper 
is best – it is of course the 
letters, journals, scrapbooks, 
and photographs that the 
OHS Research Library has 
collected for decades that 
students, educators, research-
ers, authors, filmmakers, and 
many more use each day as 
they discover stories from 
our past. 

In the coming weeks, the 
OHS staff will send letters 
to members for whom there 
is no email address on file, 
asking them to mail back 
their stories. Those staff 
whose regular job duties have 
been disrupted by the public 
closure are eager to support 
this outreach, ready to mail 
letters from home.

“We all recognize the 
need to check in on our fam-
ily, friends, and neighbors,” 
Tymchuk said, “and our staff 
asked how they could reach 
out to our members and 
others who might be feeling 
isolated. We hope this is a 
project that will bring a bit 
of connection, reflection, and 
hope.”

OHS encourages families 
to participate in this project 
as well, as a way to add to 
the historical record during 
this time of school interrup-
tions. In the coming days, 
we will be reaching out with 
more resources for learning 
at home, including inviting 
students grades 6-12 to par-
ticipate in a virtual Oregon 
History Day contest later this 
spring.

The Oregon Historical 
Society will add a selection 
of the stories and reflec-
tions submitted by mail and 
online to the OHS Research 
Library collections, where 
future generations will go to 
understand what this unprec-
edented moment in Oregon 
history was really like.

The Oregon Historical 
Society is located at 1200 SW 
Park Ave. in Portland. The 
OHS may be reached at 503-
222-1741 or orhist@ohs.org.

••AreA ChurChes••

CLATSKANIE
Clatskanie Baptist Church
415 South Nehalem St., 
503-728-2304
Senior Pastor Kirk Bennett
Clatskanie Presbyterian Church
215 South Nehalem Street
Clatskanie, OR 97016
Phone: 503-728-2300
Clatskanie Presbyterian Church 
is a community of Christian faith 
that expresses a relationship 
with God, and the Holy Spirit 
for everyone individually and 
collectively.
All services have bene canceled 
until further notice. We encourage 
everyone to continue worshiping 
at home. 
Mayger-Downing 
Community Church
80071 Life Lane, 503-728-2305
Pastor John Thomas

St. John the Baptist 
Catholic Church
100 SW High Street 
503-556-5641
Great Vow Zen Monastery
79640 Quincy-Mayger Road, 
Clatskanie, Oregon 97016
Sunday Morning Program 10am 
503-728-0654
Faith Lutheran Church
1010 5th Street, Clatskanie, 
Oregon 97016. 503-728-4604
Pastor - Mary Anthony 

RAINIER
Alston’s Corner 
Assembly of God
25272 Alston Rd. 503-556-1961
Pastor Steve Berry
Nativity Of The Blessed Virgin
204 C St., E Rainier 
503-556-5641
Rainier Assembly of God

74950 Rock Crest St., 
503-556-8211
Pastor Jeff McCraken
Rainier Community 
Church of God
321 W C St., Rainier, 
503-556-5661
Rainier United Methodist 
Church
Corner of 1st & ‘C’ St., 
503-556-3440
Pastor Michele Holloway
Riverside Community Church 
305 West C Street, Rainier
503-556-1216; Pastor Paul Rice 
Columbia Bible Church
10:30 a.m. Sunday
407 East Second St.
Rainier, OR 97016
Robert Klukas 360-501-4060
Heritage Bible Church, Rainier 
Senior Center, 48 W 7th St., 
Rainier, Oregon 97048

Working from home

Courtesy photo
Working from home can bring new challenges, including juggling work while kids are home from school, 
learning new software and collaboration programs and managing paper files at home.

Many people in Columbia 
County who would normally 
be working from their offices 
across the county may now 
be working from home as a 
proactive safety effort due to 
the coronavirus pandemic.

Law enforcement agents 
are cautioning those employ-
ees working from home to 
take extra security steps.

Lincoln County Sheriff 
Curtis Landers said while 
working from home can - and 
hopefully will - help slow the 
spread of the coronavirus, it 
brings new challenges, in-
cluding juggling work while 
kids are home from school, 
learning new software and 
collaboration programs 
and managing paper files at 
home. 

As you’re getting your 
work-at-home systems set 
up, Landers offers the fol-
lowing security steps for 
protecting your devices and 
personal information.

Start with- cybersecurity 
basics like Do Not Click! 

Keep your security soft-
ware up to date. Use pass-
words on all your devices 
and apps. Make sure the 
passwords are long, strong 

and unique: at least 12 
characters that are a mix of 
numbers, symbols and capital 
and lowercase letters.

Secure your home net-
work- Start with your router 

Turn on encryption 
(WPA2 or WPA3). Encryp-
tion scrambles information 
sent over your network so 
outsiders can’t read it. WPA2 
and WPA3 are the most up-
to-date encryption standards 
to protect information sent 
over a wireless network. No 
WPA3 or WPA2 options on 
your router? Try updating 
your router software, then 
check again to see if WPA2 
or WPA3 are available. If 
not, consider replacing your 
router. For more guidance, 
read Securing Your Wireless 
Network and Secure Remote 
Access.

Keep an eye on your 
laptop and cell phone. If 
you’re using a laptop or a cell 
phone to work, make sure it 
is password-protected, locked 
and secure. Never leave it un-
attended - like in a vehicle or 
at a public charging station.

Securely store sensitive 
files. When there’s a legiti-
mate business need to trans-
fer confidential information 
from office to home, keep it 
out of sight and under lock 
and key. If you don’t have 

a file cabinet at home, use a 
locked room.

Dispose of sensitive data 
securely. Don’t just throw 
it in the trash or recycling 
bin. Shred it with a micro-
cut shredder. Paperwork 
you no longer need can be a 
treasure to identity thieves if 
it includes personal infor-
mation about customers or 
employees.

Follow your employer’s 
security practices. Your home 
is now an extension of your 
office. So, follow the proto-
cols that your employer has 
implemented.

Law enforcement 
contacts:

• Contact the Lincoln 
County Sheriff’s Office at 
541-265-4277.

• Contact the Columbia 
County Sheriff’s Office at 
503-366-4611.

• Contact the Oregon 
Justice Department at 503-
378-4400.

Learn how to file a 
complaint about price goug-
ing by calling the Oregon 
Department of Justice Fraud 
and Consumer Protection 
Section’s new price gouging 
hotline at 503-378-8442.

STAFF REPORT
chiefnews@countrymedia.net

Easter Egg Hunt canceled

A Columbia County 
Easter tradition that draws 
thousands to the region is 
the latest public event to be 
canceled by the coronavirus 
pandemic.

The mEGGa Egg Hunt 
scheduled for Saturday, 
April 11, has been canceled 
according to organizers.

The announcement of the 
cancellation was posted on 
the event’s Facebook page 
March 13.

“It is with heavy hearts 
but the community’s health 
in mind that we have made 
the hard decision to cancel 
this year’s mEGGa Egg 
Hunt,” the post states. “Our 
board is looking at some 
options to preserve a little of 
this event for the kids. Stay 
tuned as we work out those 
options.”

The egg hunt, which 

would have celebrated its 
20th year this year, is annu-
ally held at the Columbia 
County Fairgrounds in St. 
Helens in April and is a free 
event for families.

Last year, it drew a 
crowd of more than 3,000, 
according to mEGGa Egg 
Hunt board member Heather 
Epperly. The event typically 
gives out close to 30,000 
wrapped candies and prizes, 
some of which is obtained 
through community dona-
tions. Another mEGGa Egg 
Hunt Facebook post stated 
that the board had already 
received stuffed animal do-
nations and other donations 
for prizes.

One activity associated 
with the event that will con-
tinue to happen this year is 
the annual coloring contest. 
Entry forms had been previ-
ously dispersed through lo-
cal schools and also through 
The Chief print edition. 
Forms are still available 

on the egg hunt’s website: 
meggaegghunt.wixsite.com/
mysite.

The form is a picture of 
an Easter rabbit holding a 
group of decorated Easter 
eggs. Once the child has 
completed the form, they 
should mail it to, or drop it 
under the door at American 
Family Insurance, 1570 Co-
lumbia Blvd., St. Helens.

There are three cash 
prizes for each age group. 
Age groups are divided into: 
0-2, 3-4, 5-7, 8-9 and 10-12. 
Winners will be announced 
Saturday, April 11, 2020, on 
the mEGGa Egg Hunt Face-
book page. Winners will 
also be notified by phone, 
which is why it is important 
for participants to provide 
the best contact phone num-
ber on their entry form.

Follow the results at 
thechiefnews.com and in the 
Friday print editions of The 
Chief.

Courtesy photo
The 2019 mEGGa Hunt at the Columbia County Fairgrounds. The 2020 event has been canceled due to the 
coronavisus.

CHRISTINE MENGES
chronicle2@countrymedia.net

Jean Martin 74, of Rainier 
Oregon, passed away in Van-
couver Washington on March 
23, 2020.

Jean Martin
Sept. 2, 1945 

~ March 23, 2020
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Is your business still open with restrictions?

We at the Chronicle and Chief care and want to 

help your busine
ss. We are offering 1

/8 page 

black and white ad for $60.00. This includes 

a Facebook feed ad
 on either The Chronicle 

or the Chief’s Facebook page. 

Contact Amy 503-397-0116 or 

email atrull@countrymedia.net

Are you servi
ng the public & want to get the word out?

Cyber attacked at DHS

Courtesy photo 
A public data breach is under investigation by the Oregon Department of Human Services following what of-
ficials said was a spear phishing email sent to one of the DHS employees. The phishing was similar to what 
happened earlier this year at the City of St. Helens.

A state investigation is 
underway into another cyber 
attack in Oregon. This fol-
lows a similar investigation 
still being conducted at city 
hall in St. Helens.

The latest incident event 
occurred March 6 when the 
Oregon Department of Hu-
man Services (DHS) uncov-
ered a phishing incident that 
affected one staff member’s 
e-mail.

What happened?

A spear phishing email 
was sent to a DHS employee, 
according to DHS officials. 
The employee opened the 
phishing email and exposed 
their credentials to an outside 
entity. The agency officials 
said they cannot confirm that 
any client or employee’s per-
sonal information was copied 
or used inappropriately.

What DHS is 
doing about it

DHS is in the process of 
thoroughly reviewing the 
incident and the informa-
tion involved. DHS plans 
to contract with an outside 
entity to clarify the number 

and identities of any indi-
viduals whose information 
was compromised, and the 
specific kinds of information 
involved.

While there is no indica-
tion that any protected health 
information was copied or 
used inappropriately, DHS 
will notify any individuals 
whose information was com-
promised.

DHS will provide identity 
theft protection services to 
potentially impacted employ-
ees and clients.

The Department of Hu-
man Services officials said 
they take the privacy and 
confidentiality of employee 
and client information seri-
ously. Established informa-
tion technology security 
processes enabled the agency 
to detect and contain the 
incident quickly and stop the 
unauthorized access.

The security and confi-
dentiality of private health 
information is critical to 
the Department of Human 
Services. While the depart-
ment cannot confirm that any 
clients’ personal information 
was acquired from its email 
system or used inappropriate-
ly, it is notifying the public 
because information was 
accessible to an unauthorized 
person or persons.

DHS will provide updates 

as more information is 
known.

St. Helens cyberattack

In January, officials at St. 
Helens City Hall reported 
suspicious activity within the 
City’s computer network and 
that some data and programs 
were unavailable. The disrup-
tion ended and public online 
and phone services to the city 
departments restored a few 
days later. 

The City brought in a 
third party forensic IT firm 
that specializes in cyber 
security to investigate.

“The suspicious activity 
was caused by a phishing 
email sent to a staff member,” 
City of St. Helens Communi-
cation Director Crystal King 
told The Chief “There is still 
an ongoing investigation to 
review our emails and the 
host computer to confirm any 
potential issues in the future.”

Tillamook County offi-
cials disclosed last week that 
a $300,000 ransom was paid 
to regain county data access 
following a Jan. 22 cyberat-
tack, according to a report 
by the Tillamook Headlight 
Herald.

Follow developments at 
the chiefnews.com.

JEREMY C. RUARK
jruark@countrymedia.net

Scammers use virus to deceive

The U.S. Justice Depart-
ment is warning Columbia 
County residents and those 
across the state and the na-
tion about several new fraud 
schemes seeking to exploit 
the evolving coronavirus 
public health emergency.

According to U.S. At-
torney Billy J. Williams 
in Portland, the scam-
mers have already devised 
numerous methods for 
defrauding people in con-
nection with COVID-19.

“They are setting up 
websites, contacting people 
by phone and email, and 
posting disinformation on 
social media platforms,” 
Williams said in a release.

Examples of scams linked 
to COVID-19 include:

Testing scams

Scammers are selling 
fake at-home test kits or go-
ing door-to-door performing 
fake tests for money.

Treatment scams

Scammers are offering 
to sell fake cures, vaccines, 
and advice on unproven 
treatments for COVID-19.

Supply scams

Scammers are creating 
fake shops, websites, social 
media accounts, and email 
addresses claiming to sell 
medical supplies currently 
in high demand, such as 
surgical masks. When con-
sumers attempt to purchase 
supplies through these 
channels, fraudsters pocket 
the money and never pro-
vide the promised supplies.

Provider scams

Scammers are contact-
ing people by phone and 
email, pretending to be 
doctors and hospitals that 
have treated a friend or 
relative for COVID-19, and 
demanding payment for that 
treatment.

Charity scams

Scammers are soliciting 
donations for individuals, 
groups, and areas affected 
by COVID-19.

Phishing scams

Scammers posing as 
national and global health 
authorities, including the 
World Health Organization 
(WHO) and the Centers for 
Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC), are sending 
phishing emails designed to 
trick recipients into down-
loading malware or provid-
ing personal identifying and 
financial information.

App scams

Scammers are creating 
and manipulating mobile 
apps designed to track the 
spread of COVID-19 to 
insert malware that will 
compromise users’ devices 
and personal information.

Investment scams

Scammers are offer-
ing online promotions on 
various platforms, including 
social media, claiming that 
the products or services of 
publicly traded companies 
can prevent, detect, or cure 
COVID-19, and that the 
stock of these companies 
will dramatically increase 
in value as a result.

These promotions are 
often styled as “research 
reports,” make predictions 
of a specific “target price,” 
and relate to microcap 
stocks, or low-priced stocks 
issued by the smallest of 
companies with limited 
publicly available informa-
tion.

The U.S. Attorney’s 
Office urges Oregonians to 
take the following precau-
tionary measures to protect 
themselves from known and 
emerging scams:

• Independently verify 
the identity of any com-
pany, charity, or individual 
that contacts you regarding 
COVID-19.

• Check the websites and 
email addresses offering in-
formation, products, or ser-
vices related to COVID-19. 
Be aware that scammers 
often employ addresses that 
differ only slightly from 
those belonging to the enti-
ties they are impersonating. 
For example, they might 
use “cdc.com” or “cdc.org” 
instead of “cdc.gov.”

• Be wary of unsolicited 
emails offering information, 
supplies, or treatment for 
COVID-19 or requesting 
your personal information 
for medical purposes. Le-
gitimate health authorities 
will not contact the general 
public this way.

• Do not click on links 
or open email attachments 
from unknown or unverified 
sources. Doing so could 
download a virus onto your 
computer or device.

• Make sure the anti-
malware and anti-virus 
software on your computer 
is operating and up to date.

• Ignore offers for a 
COVID-19 vaccine, cure, 
or treatment. Remember, if 
there is a medical break-
through, you won’t hear 
about it for the first time 
through an email, online ad, 
or unsolicited sales pitch.

• Check online reviews 
of any company offering 
COVID-19 products or 
supplies. Avoid companies 
whose customers have com-
plained about not receiving 
items.

• Research any chari-
ties or crowdfunding sites 
soliciting donations in 
connection with COVID-19 
before giving. Remember, 
an organization may not be 

legitimate even if it uses 
words like “CDC” or “gov-
ernment” in its name or has 
reputable looking seals or 
logos on its materials. For 
online resources on donat-
ing wisely, visit the Federal 
Trade Commission (FTC) 
website.

• Be wary of any busi-
ness, charity, or individual 
requesting payments or 
donations in cash, by 
wire transfer, gift card, or 
through the mail. Don’t 
send money through any of 
these channels.

• Be cautious of “invest-
ment opportunities” tied 
to COVID-19, especially 
those based on claims that 
a small company’s products 
or services can help stop 
the virus. If you decide to 
invest, carefully research 
the investment beforehand. 

For information on how 
to avoid investment fraud, 
visit the U.S. Securities 
and Exchange Commission 
(SEC) website. 

For the most up-to-date 
information on COVID-19, 
visit the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
(CDC) and World Health 
Organization (WHO) web-
sites.

On March 19, 2020, U.S. 
Attorney Williams an-
nounced the appointment of 
a COVID-19 fraud coordi-
nator to lead investigations 
into known and suspected 
occurrences of financial 
fraud related to the na-
tion’s ongoing public health 
emergency.

If you or someone you 
know believe you’ve been 
the target or victim of an 
outbreak-related fraud 
scheme, please contact 
the FBI’s Internet Crime 
Complaint Center (IC3) by 
visiting www.IC3.gov. If 
you or someone you know 
are in immediate danger, 
call 911.

The U.S. Attorney’s 
Office COVID-19 fraud co-
ordinator will be notified of 
tips submitted via the above 
reporting method.
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